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An Analysis of Wisdom and Skill Products for Development and
Their Geographic Distribution in Northeastern Thailand.
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Abstract

The policy of Thai government focuses on
strengthening the economic cornmunity of the
grass-roots. As a result, the extension of local
wisdom, skill of people and ways of living are
essential with objectives of transferring knowledge
bases and of developing the product sustainability.
To accomplish these, the databases of local wisdom
and skill were then established with an analysis of
those skill products.

The databases of ways of living, wisdom and
skill of people in local communities are
established, based on the existing products in the
communities. The data obtained from interviewing
people who were original procedures or their
connections. In every province of the Northeast, 5
kinds of products were selected each of which were
produced from 3 villages.

The data set were then hierarchically
categorized into 4 levels; kind of wisdom, main
product, product group and product type. The
databases were established and linked to
geographic locations. Further analysis of each
product was performed, based on local wisdom,
skill required on production and market
management, with a number of criteria used. The
prospect of the products according to the criteria
could be classified into 3 levels : high, moderate
and low.

The geographic distribution of the
information obtained was digitally performed using
GIS

The database establishment of the ways of
living local wisdom and people skill was
performed for 19 provinces in the Northeast.
The classification of the products are accounted
for 52.78, 45.37 and 1.85% for the applied
wisdom, traditional wisdom and innovated
wisdom respectively. Of the total products,
about 33.23% is the hand weaving products.
Moreover, in terms of the prospect of the
product. in the Northeast there are 20.68, 70.37
and 8.95% of the total products (314) classified
as high, moderate and low prospects
respectively.

It is reccommented that the products
with high business prospects should be
preserved as a local heritage. The product with
moderate prospects should be supported with
research and development to strengthen the
commercial values.

Keyword : local wisdom, skill products , OTOP
, GIS , Northeastern Thailand
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